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EVENING IN A HUNGARIAN CASTLE — Carol Lutes Racine  

The setting sun shimmered through the expansive window in the crenellated turret, as a trio of stellar 
musicians enthralled their audience with Mendelssohn and Bartok, in what was once the dining room of a 
Gothic Baronial-style mansion known as “Birkett Castle” -- built by wealthy Ottawa businessman, Thomas 
Birkett, in 1896.  

Fast forward to 1994--by then a 
designated heritage site and the 
headquarters of the Canadian Heritage 
Foundation, the ‘castle’ became 
Hungary’s embassy in Canada. Now, 
beautifully restored, the residence is a 
heritage treasure where history is 
channelled at every turn—a bronze head 
of Hungary’s first crowned king, King 
Saint Stephen, greeted concert guests in 
the entrance hall. On view nearby is the 
City of Ottawa Heritage Certificate of 
Merit -- a point of particular pride for 
Ambassador Bálint Ódor, the gracious 
host for the FNACO May 8th concert 
evening. He warmly welcomed the more 
than 40 attendees in the dining room – ‘music salon’ for the evening – where a magnificent grand piano (a gift 
to the embassy from the Toronto Royal Conservatory) proudly occupies the front window alcove.  

The inspired performances of the Mendelssohn Trio in D Minor 
and selected violin duos and Romanian folk dances of Bartok by 
NAC orchestra musicians: Jeremy Mastrangelo (violin); Julia 
MacLaine (cello); and solo chamber musician and collaborative 
pianist, Frederic Lacroix, were warmly applauded and much 
enjoyed. FNACO President Albert Benoit expressed appreciation 
to the musicians and to Ambassador Ódor for hosting the evening, 
which supports the FNACOs music education programs. With a 
nostalgic smile he recalled a special memory of his early career 
days, when “Birkett Castle” was headquarters for the Canadian 
Heritage Foundation: “the dining room where tonight’s inspiring 
concert took place was our former board room ...my office was in 
the turret above.”  

Following the concert, Ambassador Ódor invited all to proceed to 
the embassy’s reception rooms for a Taste of Hungary Bon appetit --or,when in Hungary -- ‘Jo Etvagyat’ to a 
lovely evening in Hungary’s castle in Ottawa. 

  

 (L to R): Jeremy Mastrangelo, Julia MacLaine, and Frédéric Lacroix 

 (L to R): Albert Benoit, President of FNACO and  
Dr. Bálint Ódor, Ambassador of Hungary 



Arpeggio 
 

Friends of the National Arts Centre Orchestra/Les Amis de l’Orchestra du Centre National des Arts  
– May 2018 –  

 

PICTURES TO ENJOY 

– All photographs used in this publication are courtesy of Lois Siegel www.siegelproductions.ca  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank-you Dr. Bálint Ódor for your warm hospitality and your generous support of FNACO 

Please visit us at www.friendsofnaco.ca for more information or to register for our upcoming events. 
 

 

 (L to R): Christine MacLaughlin, Second Vice 
President of FNACO and Madeleine Aubrey, FNACO 
Membership Services 

Lynne MacKay and Tony DiFrancescomarino 

 (L to R): Dorothy Stanyar, Paul Schaub, and Maja Solajic (L to R): Gerard Lavell, Bill Pugsley, and Jean Guy Dumoulin 


