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FRIENDS OF THE NATIONAL ART CENTRE ORCHESTRA  
— AGM REPORT  

ur AGM was held on a sunny hot afternoon at the Hellenic Centre on Prince of Wale Drive. We 
were welcomed by a delightful string quartet playing softly as we took our seats. The 
President, Albert Benoit welcomed us all to this special celebration of the beginning of our 
50th year as Friends of the Orchestra. Special guests were Jeanne d’Arc Sharp and Evelyn 

Greenberg who is the founding member of FNACO. 

The business of our meeting was dealt with efficiently by the President followed by Madeleine 
Aubrey, our membership Chair and Amelie Lavigne our legal representative. Christine McLaughlin 
gave an entertaining thank you speech to Chris Millard our outgoing Orchestra representative and 
we welcomed the new representative Chip Hammond.  

Marc Stevens representing 
the NAC orchestra and 
also Christopher Deacon 
our new CEO, who was 
unable to attend, spoke 
eloquently of future NAC 
plans and thanked the 
Friends for their 
continuing support. 

The business part of our 
meeting having concluded, 
M.C. Donnie Deacon took 
over.  
He is the Music Director of 
the Ottawa Youth 
Orchestra Academy. He introduced the Four Score String Quartet featuring Charlotte Van Barr, Evan 
Clement, Aidan Fleet and Justin Saulnier. These are up and coming music students coached by 
Donnie, and played a selection of pieces including “Death of the Maiden” by Schubert. Not an easy 
piece but this quartet mastered it superbly. We were very fortunate to hear this quartet and wish 
them luck for the future. They were sponsored by Mike Pilkington of Odds and Sods music shop who 
supplies our CD’s for the music desk in the foyer before concerts. 

A new idea to raise funds was the introduction of a fun raffle and tickets were bought and items 
chosen during the whole of the proceedings. An afternoon tea was then served which was greatly 
welcomed and which gave everyone an opportunity to relax and speak with the musicians, and 
Donnie and other representatives from the NAC Music department plus each other. 

(L to R): Marc Stevens, Acting Managing Director NAC Orchestra, Carol Lutes Racine, 
Director of Diplomatic Liaison, Evelyn Greenberg, Founding FNACO President  1969-1972, 
Albert Benoit, FNACO President, Jeanne d'Arc Sharp— Photograph courtesy of Lois 
Siegel www.siegelproductions.ca 
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(L to R): Charlotte Van Barr (16), Justin 
Saulnier (13) Evan Clement (16), 
Aidan Fleet (17) 

If you were unable to attend, we missed you and sincerely hope you will join us next year on 
Sunday afternoon the 20th October 2019. 

A delightful afternoon was enjoyed by all. 

More AGM pictures to enjoy.  

– Courtesy of Lois Siegel www.siegelproductions.ca  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Donnie Deacon, Master of 
Ceremonies,  
Ottawa Youth Orchestra Academy 
Music Director   
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MUSIC TO DINE FOR — AN EVENING AT EARNSCLIFFE 
— Carol Lutes Racine 

Overlooking the Ottawa River, Earnscliffe, the residence of the British 
High Commissioner, was the setting for an autumn evening of 
memorable music and cuisine in the Friends of the NAC Orchestra 
Music To Dine For series on October 2nd. 

High Commissioner Susan le Jeune d’Allegeershecque and her 
husband, Stephane, welcomed their guests for aperitifs, as young 
Ottawa area musician, Kevin Chen played piano background music 
prior to his formal recital program. Age fourteen and already a prize 
winning veteran of numerous music competitions and festivals Kevin 
has also played in the NAC’s 101 Pianists event, as well as in the recent 
Beethoven Marathon at the NAC.  

Not surprisingly, Kevin’s Music to Dine For concert opened with 
Beethoven—the Sonata no.27 in E minor, op.90 2nd movement—
followed by a Rachmaninoff Prelude; Debussy’s Reflections in the 
Water; with the finale the Black Key Etude, op.10 no.5, by Chopin. All 
much appreciated and acknowledged at the conclusion of the concert 
with a presentation of a floral bouquet to Kevin by the High 
Commissioner.  

Then…following the Music To Dine For … there were flowers to dine by. 
The doors of the dining room opened on a candlelit table adorned with 
bouquets of Niko blue hydrangeas as setting for a dinner that began 
with fennel, cucumber and mint salad followed by braised short rib, 
Israeli couscous, bok choy and demi-glace; the starter accompanied by 
a French Domaine d’Elise Petit Chablis and the entrée matched with a 
Chilean Cabernet Sauvignon. The final temptation, strawberry coulis 
with whipped cream and honey lemon crumble was paired with a 
delicate Reserve Vidal Ice Wine from the Niagara Peninsula.  

Friends of the NACO appreciation to High Commissioner le Jeune for 
the evening would not have been complete without a passing nod to 
Earnscliffe’s 19th century occupant Canada’s first Prime Minister, Sir 
John A Macdonald whose study overlooking the Ottawa River is 
preserved as it was in his day. 

Channelling Sir John A. Macdonald, High Commissioner le Jeune 
paused to turn on the lights for a view of the study, with its centre 
piece desk from which the first PM quite literally conducted the 
business building a railroad across the expanding, newly confederated 
Canada.  

And then… a Friends of NACO fond farewell to a memorable Music To 
Dine For, in support of the NAC Orchestra’s music education 
programs—an evening of musical diplomacy in historic Earnscliffe much enjoyed. 

Floral appreciation follows recital with 
British High Commissioner Susan le Jeune, 
piano soloist Kevin Chen and FNACO 1st  
Vice-President Suzanne Gumpert (left) 
 — Photo courtesy of Carol Lutes Racine 

An after-dinner peak inside Sir John A 
Macdonald’s well-preserved 19th 
century study at Earnscliffe  
— Photo courtesy of Carol Lutes Racine. 
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PARTING NOTES — MUSICAL ADVENTURES IN MY SCHOOL 

Invite NAC Orchestra musicians along with 
professionals from the community into your 
classroom or auditorium for an exciting and 
entertaining instrumental concert that is sure to 
create a buzz among your students!  

Learn about the string, wind, brass, and percussion 
sections of the NAC Orchestra and ask the musicians 
about their experience being part of a professional 
orchestra. Each ensemble performance also includes 
interactive elements, allowing you and your students 
to be directly involved in the learning process. 

 

Throughout the performance, students will: 

 Explore the orchestral instruments featured; 
 Discover a variety of musical genres and styles from the past and present through 

instrumental demonstrations and storytelling; 
 Learn about elements of music (i.e. duration, pitch, harmony/ texture, dynamics and other 

expressive controls, timbre, and form); 
 Engage in critical listening through suggested activities contained within the pedagogical 

guide provided; 
 Take part in a question-and-answer period with the musicians; 
 Become familiar with audience etiquette. 

This program is generously supported by the Friends of the NAC Orchestra and the NAC Foundation. 
Please visit https://nac-cna.ca/en/musicaladventures for more information and available adventures.  

 

-###- 

 

 

 

Please visit us at www.friendsofnaco.ca for more information or to register for our upcoming events. 

Thank-you for your continued support, we really couldn’t do it without you. 

 

Marjolaine’s Adventure Around the World  
– Photo courtesy of © André Ringuette Freestyle Photography 


