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Seng the stage for FNACO’s growth
Albert Benoit, FNACO’s new president, is ready and eager
to grow our associaon. “One of the ways to do that is to
ﬁnd sustainable revenue sources so that we have ample
funds to maintain current iniaves and support new
ones,” says Benoit.

Benoit has worked on many internaonal, naonal
and community projects, and has held directorships
with several not-for-proﬁt organizaons. As chair, he
established the ﬁrst University of O<awa Heart Instute Telethon.
He connues to be involved in a number of philanthropic causes involving health and community services along with the visual and performing arts.
“Our new team will be working very hard to set the
stage for FNACO’s 50th anniversary celebraons in
2019 and beyond”, says Benoit, “so that we can promote and support with renewed vigour the great
work of the NAC Orchestra and young musicians. We
look forward to your joining us on our journey.”

A message from Marc Stevens,
NAC Orchestra General Manager

“It is a privilege to work with such a talented group of
directors, members and supporters to increase awareness
of the work we do in support of the NAC Orchestra and
young musicians in our community.”

I joined the NAC Orchestra in June 2014 as it entered
an incredibly excing me: the Music Director transion from Pinchas Zukerman to Alexander Shelley,
then the major improvements to the NAC building
and concert hall, and excing Creaon projects like
Life Reﬂected and Encount3rs.

Benoit has had a varied career in protocol, event management, development and hospitality. His work in the arts
and cross cultural pracces has fostered extensive travel
to over 70 countries.
Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II, personally conferred a
Member of the Royal Victorian Order (M.V.0) on Albert
for “disnguished personal service” to the Royal family
for his work on 14 Royal Visits to Canada.
He was Vice President of Protocol for Crowne Plaza Hotels
and Resorts Canada, Chief of Protocol at a G-7 Economic
Summit and the coordinator of Her Majesty’s Commonwealth Heads of Government meeng, senior protocol
advisor for the Pan American Games and Naonal Coordinator for Financial Development for the Canadian Red
Cross.

...Connued

I had worked for the London Symphony Orchestra for
the previous 12 years, managing huge concert and recording projects including playing at the 2012 London
Olympics Opening and Closing Ceremonies, and annual
free outdoor concerts in Trafalgar Square. Chances are
if you’ve waited to the end of a Harry Po<er movie you
may spot my credit as the orchestra coordinator. It
works out that I had done this for about 100 ﬁlms, and
hundreds of audio recordings with names both famous
and unheard of. The NAC HR department asked me to
provide a reference from George Clooney when they
heard I worked with him on a couple of ﬁlms!

We received our Permanent Residency just as the UK had
voted to Brexit, and feel so lucky to be living here with
you all, listening to this Orchestra nightly, and working
with such smart, movated people at the NAC – and that
includes you, the ‘super fans’ who do so much, so quietly.

Although my role at the NAC includes leading the team
looking aGer the Orchestra’s ﬁnances and operaons, I
have not been spared the addional workload brought
on by the construcon projects which has meant a lot
of extra jobs for everyone at the NAC. In addion, I
was asked by the CEO to coordinate the NAC Reopening Team this year. I also program the Pops series with
Jack Everly (93.6% a<endance last season!), and produce the Orchestra’s recordings, and the Casual Fridays and Canada Day concerts. The irony of a recently
arrived Brit being in charge of the Orchestra’s concerts
in this 150th anniversary year was not lost on me … I
had a lot of help.

New board members bring a breadth
of experience to FNACO

Apart from the NAC, my favourite thing about O<awa is
the frozen Rideau Canal. I saw people skang on it on the
cab ride from the airport on my ﬁrst visit and swore that
I’d learn to skate if I got the job. I did so, and I’m now
working on cross country skiing! Thank you Canada.

Five experienced professionals joined the Board this
September and each looks forward to using their experse to invigorate the organizaon in support of
young musicians and the Orchestra.
Madeleine Aubrey: Membership Services

The NAC is a wonderful place to work; this was clear to
me from the ﬁrst phone calls with Christopher Deacon
and throughout live interviews (in February 2014 – you
can imagine my ﬁrst impressions of O<awa). It was not
an easy decision to uproot from a job I had thought I
could never leave, in a city I love, close to friends and
family. But my wife and I loved Canada already, and
the clear sense that the NAC and its Orchestra was going places has been more than jusﬁed since.

Claire and I have been so supported by the wonderful
community in O<awa and don’t miss London at all.

Madeleine is the president of Madarte Inc., an art
educaon consulng ﬁrm specializing in art educaon curriculum, policy and assessment, evaluaon of
arts resources, curriculum development and inservice training. During her long career in art educaon she has been a professor at O<awa University,
an art consultant for several television art series for
TVO and co-chair of the Naonal Roundtable for
Teacher Educaon in the Arts.

David Barnes: Director without Por%olio

Heather Lockwood: Development

With a doctoral degree in marine ecology, David
served the Governments of Newfoundland and Labrador and Canada as an environmental planner. David
has had a lifelong love and appreciaon of music, having sung in a number of choirs and performed as a vocal soloist on CBC television. He is currently a member of the Nepean Choir and he regularly sings and
plays guitar with the Oawa Cape Breton Session ﬁddle band.

Heather is the president of HPL Mee#ngs and
Events Consultants, a company specializing in the
management of federal government meengs,
conferences, engagement processes and events.
Having been a Cerﬁed Meeng Professional for
twenty ﬁve years, in 2016 she was awarded Planner of the Year by the O<awa Chapter of Meengs
Professional Internaonal. One of her major iniaves was handling the logiscs and protocol of
twenty naonal meengs in 2016 which were crucial to the successful outcome of the Pre-Inquiry of
the Missing and Murdered Women and Girls.

Amélie B. Lavigne: Legal Counsel

Judith Yaworsky: Communica-ons

Amélie is a lawyer who currently works as a policy analyst with Jusce Canada. During her legal studies,
she was editor-in-chief of the O<awa Law Review at
the University of O<awa. She has worked as a Parliamentary page and assistant to the Speaker of the
House. She is currently a Young Lawyer’s Representa#ve on the Canadian Bar Associaon, a member of the
editorial board of the Journal of Parliamentary and
Poli#cal Law and member of the board of The SaintThomas More Lawyers’ Guild of Oawa.

Judith is a professional communicator who for decades ran her own award-winning adversing, public relaons and strategic communicaons company. She is currently a Realtor® with Royal LePage
Team Realty. A founding member of the Women’s
Business Network, Judith has sat on the boards of
the Royal O<awa Hospital, Ontario Housing Corporaon and the Youville Centre.
...Connued

These professionals join returning Board members Wesley
Adams, Karl Brown, Suzanne Gumpert, Joan Forbes, Robert
Laﬂeur, Niloo Madani, Chris-ne McLauglin and Melina Vacca-Pugsley.

Mark your calendars
FNACO members are welcome to a<end the following NAC
Orchestra open rehearsals with a friend or two. Reserva-ons: call Gisele Microys at 613 728-9670 or email: Openrehearsals@FriendsOfNACO.ca
Wednesday, January 10, 2018 – Linnebach and Bartók
Registraon – 9:45
Rehearsal – 10
Chat at break in Southam Hall
Karina Canellakis, Conductor
Jessica Linnebach, Violin
Bartók, Violin Concerto No.2
Dvořák, Symphony No. 7

Outgoing president Robert Laﬂeur hands over responsibility
to new president Albert Benoit

Wednesday, April 18, 2018 – Lor-e plays Mozart
Registraon-9:00
Chat at 9:15
Locaon to be announced
Xian Zhang, Conductor
Louis Lore, Piano
Rossini, Overture to L’Italiana in Algeri
Mozart, Piano Concerto No. 24
Beethoven, Symphony No.7

Annual General Mee-ng
The 2016-2017 AGM was held on September 24th followed
by a luncheon for FNACO members.
Highlights included:
The installaon of Albert Benoit as new FNACO president;
Louise Laﬂeur, Albert Benoit and Robert Laﬂeur

A presentaon to outgoing president Robert Laﬂeur thanking him for his eight years of service on the board, the last
ﬁve of which were as president;
A presentaon of a le<er of gratude from the NAC to outgoing membership chair, Irene Layton in recognion of her
many years of service to FNACO;
Recognion of Maryse Robillard’s steadfast volunteer
eﬀorts since 1970; and
A wonderful musical performance by FNACO bursary recipient Emilia Segura accompanied by Frédéric Lacroix.
Christopher Deacon and Irene Layton

Maryse Robillard and Chrisne McLaughlin

Violinist Emily Westell and her husband, composer Roger Feria

Principal bassoonist Christopher Millard

Emilia Segura and Frédéric Lacroix

Violinist Elaine Kimasko and her husband Ed Blais

