
A Royal Connection 

 

Nearly two years ago, FNACO approached Leila Crosby to paint a number of watercolor landscapes 
of Ontario and Quebec for presentation to Ambassadors and High Commissioners who support 
Friends through embassy dinners and concerts. So far, 
Leila's work has been given to more than 20 representa-
tives of the Ottawa diplomatic community that have    
included; Spain, Hungary, Sweden, Japan and the United 
Kingdom. 

Leila asked FNACO President, Albert Benoit if he would 
take one of her watercolors as a birthday gift to The 

Queen while he was in England to 
attend a service at St. George's Chapel 
and reception at Windsor Castle given 
by The Queen for members of the Royal 
Victorian Order.  The honour is con-
ferred to an individual by The Queen for 
exceptional service to the sovereign and 
members of the Royal family. 

The response from Buckingham Palace 
has given Leila tremendous pleasure 
and renewed energy to continue her 
love of painting. “It has added 10 years 
to my life” said Leila.  

Lady Susan Hussey has accompanied 
The Queen on numerous visits to     
Canada and  most fitting that she would 
reply on The Queen's behalf. 
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Leila Crosby giving  watercolour destined for 

The Queen  to  Albert Benoit  
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Hungarian Embassy Concert 

By Christine McLaughlin, Director, Music Liaison 

is Excellency Bálint Ódor, Ambassador of Hungary very graciously was the host for a FNACO 
Embassy Chamber Music Concert. 

We were entertained by three superb musicians. 

Claire Stevens comes from London, UK where she was the 
principal pianist of the professional Kantanti Ensemble.  In 
Ottawa she works extensively with various choirs including 
the Ewashko Singers and Hypatia’s Voice and assists with the 
preparation of choruses for NAC orchestra concerts. 

Aude Urbancic completed a Master’s degree in Piano         
performance at Ottawa University. She has a particular     
passion for opera and has accompanied rehearsals for Opera 
Nuova’s Magic Flute and others.  Aude is also a rehearsal   
pianist for the NAC where most recently she was involved 
with rehearsals for Britten’s War Requiem.  

Jessie Ramsay is a violinist and has a Master’s degree from Ottawa University. She is one of the few 
who has performed in concert on a 3D printed violin.  In addition to solo performances, Jessie has 
performed with the Berlin Philharmonic.  Currently she subs with both the Kingston and Ottawa  
Symphony Orchestras. 

The eclectic programme of Brahms Hungarian Dances, 
Schubert’s Andante from Hungarian Divertissement and 
Liszt’s Hungarian Rhapsody no.2 were played as piano 
duets. These were followed by Bartok’s Romanian Folk 
Dances and Monti’s famous Czardas for violin and piano. 

A delicious buffet reception followed courtesy of His   
Excellency Bálint Ódor, who is one of FNACO’s most   
passionate supporters for our music mandate. 

 

 

 

Claire Stevens, Aude Urbancic and Jessie 

Ramsay, photo by Gilles Gratton 

H 

Ambassador Ódor with musicians and guests, 

photo by Gilles Gratton 

 

 

Thank you to the Ambassador of  Hungary 

for his exceptional support of FNACO! 



 

Israeli Ambassador Nimrod Barken Hosts Reception for Young Artists Program  

 

n June 5th the Ambassador of Israel gave a reception for all the senior students and teachers 

plus organizers of the National Arts Centre’s Young Artists Programme (YAP) in collaboration 

with Ottawa University. 

Exceptional music students from 66 countries are participating for three weeks in intense classes and 

many were able to attend this function. The Ambassador noted how pleased he was to see such    

enthusiasm for music of a high calibre. 

We were entertained by the winner of last 

year’s Bursary prize. Pinchas  Zukerman 

who began this programme 21 years ago 

was also in attendance. He gave master 

classes. FNACO have supported this pro-

gramme since its inception and this year 

were able to donate $5,000 towards their 

student awards. 

YAP is concluding this year and a different 

programme is being planned for future 

years by the NAC. 
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Christine McLaughlin, Director, Music Liaison FNACO with Adam 

Christensen from Copenhagen and Thierry Neve from Brazilia, 

both senior violinists.  

Many thanks to Lucie Dion, Christine McLaughlin, Kathleen 

McKillop, Yetta Riegel and Albert Benoit for their work on this 

issue of Arpeggio. 



  Free Open Rehearsals   

                                              By Gisele Microys, FNACO volunteer 

he Donor Circle of NACO organizes several Open Rehearsals every season. Friends of NACO 

are invited to attend three of these. Generally, one is held in the evening and the other two 

in the morning. Friends are asked to register well in advance of the event either by email or         

telephone. 

On the day of the rehearsal Friends sign in about half an hour before start time. The overall        

registration process is coordinated with the many donors that attend the rehearsals. On occasion 

there is an educational chat offered before the rehearsal or at intermission. The conductor decides 

on the specific pieces to be rehearsed and in what sequence they will be played during the           

rehearsal. 

Friends are welcome to bring along someone to join them in this experience. We are usually seated 

towards the back of Southam Hall or in the mezzanine level. All attempts are made to provide you 

with an enjoyable musical experience.   

It has been my pleasure for about four years to look after registration of these open rehearsals. I 

have met a lot of wonderful Friends of NACO as well as many of the dedicated folks associated with 

the Donor Circle. 

Unfortunately due to new commitments, I am unable to continue with this volunteer position.  
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We know there is someone in our membership who would be willing to take this rehearsals    

representative on. Not a difficult job but must have computer skills. 

Please contact Christine for details:  mcmclaugh@sympatico.ca 

 

 

 

We wish to thank Gisele Microys for being so efficient, 

a wonderful job well done.  



Words from Charlotte Van Barr, Winner of the FNACO Kiwanis Scholarship 

 

Dear Ms. McLaughlin, 

Thank you so much for supporting me with your generous donation through the Kiwanis Music     
Festival. The arts are so important in young peoples’ lives and I really appreciate you choosing to  
sustain local musicians. 

I am 17 years old and started playing violin at the age of 4, and have been playing in the Ottawa 
Youth Orchestra Academy since I was 7. This past year I was the co-concertmaster of the Ottawa 
Youth Orchestra, conducted by Donnie Deacon. I am also part of the Four Score Quartet, who also 
played in Kiwanis. Last summer I enjoyed attending the NAC’s Young Artist Program and Domaine 
Forget, and this summer I’m thrilled to be playing in Canada’s National Youth Orchestra. I am        
currently studying with Elaine Klimasko for my third year, and the scholarship will go towards paying 

for my lessons. 

I hope to study music performance at McGill in two years, and 
hopefully play in the National Arts Centre Orchestra eventually. 

Again, thank you so much for the scholarship. 

Sincerely, 

Charlotte Van Barr 
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Reminder 

Save the date! 

FNACO Annual General Meeting is October 20, 2019 

Hellenic Community Centre 

Prince of Wales Drive, Ottawa 

Charlotte Van Barr, violin, and 

Donnie Deacon, conductor of the 

Ottawa Youth Orchestra 


