January - February 2020
FNACO MUSIC TO DINE FOR… EMBASSY OF AUSTRIA
By Suzanne Gumpert, MTDF Chair

On Thursday January 16, 2020,
Ambassador Stefan and Mrs. Debra
Pehringer of the Austrian Embassy
generously hosted twelve guests for
a Friends of NACO Music to Dine For
evening. Included at the event were the
Ambassador and Mrs. Philippou of the
High Commission of the Republic of
Cyprus in Ottawa.
Students from the University of Ottawa
Music Faculty entertained us brilliantly.
Jennifer Mong, a young pianist studying
music performance under the tutelage
of Frederic Lacroix gave a marvellous
rendition of Chopin’s Scherzo No.
4. She was followed by violinists Lea
Glubochansky and Sonia Hellenbrand
performing the Leclair sonata no. 5 for
two violins. Lea has been playing violin
since she was seven years old and is a
student of Professor Yehonatan Berick.
Sonia grew up in Berlin Germany and has
been studying violin since she was eight
years old. She joined the mentorship
program of the Ottawa Symphony
Orchestra in 2019 and is currently
studying violin performance.

Jennifer Mong, Ambassador Stefan Pehringer , Debra
Pehringer, Lea Glubochansky, Sonia Hellenbrand

The meal was served with Austrian wines and highlighted with the grand finale of the
traditional apple strudel. There was an enormous amount of stimulating conversation
generated around the table, all a reflection of the warmth of the hospitality by the ambassador
and his wife.

Friends of the National Arts Centre Orchestra/Les Amis de l’Orchestra du Centre National des Arts

January - February 2020
FNACO/EMBASSY OF SWITZERLAND EVENING
By Mary Jenkins, FNACO Member

Swiss hospitality is world renowned. As a new
member of Friends of the National Arts Centre
Orchestra, I had the good fortune to attend Music
To Dine For evening at the Embassy of Switzerland,
December 4, 2019.
The residence was festively decorated and we were
very warmly welcomed by the Ambassador Her
Excellency Salome Meyer and Mrs. Marije Bijl. Mrs.
Bijl is an international artist and several examples of
her work were on display.

The Young String Performers
Foundation ensemble

The Young String Performers Foundation (YSPF)
ensemble, composed of Adam Tung, Dominic Rochon,
Daniel Cheung, Sarah Cheung, Ilene Spencer and
James Lee, offered us a real treat. They performed
six well received works by Bach, Mozart, Bizet, Elgar,
Piazzolla and Vivaldi.
Suzanne Gumpert presented Her Excellency with a gift
in appreciation of her hospitality.
A gourmet four course dinner, accompanied by wines
bearing Swiss labels struck the perfect chord and
guests left on a high note

THANK YOU
Special thanks to the Ambassadors of Switzerland
and Austria for their support of the FNACO

Suzanne Gumpert, Ambassador
Salome Meyer and Marije Bijl

Friends of the National Arts Centre Orchestra/Les Amis de l’Orchestra du Centre National des Arts

January - February 2020
HOW DOES FNACO MAKE ITS MONEY?
FNACO gives many awards and bursaries to music students but where does the money come
from?
Membership Fees
FNACO has roughly 330 members. Just under half of your membership fee pays for our Annual
General Meeting and the afternoon tea. We are able to use the Hellenic Centre for much less
than elsewhere. The remainder of your fee goes towards our awards and bursaries.
Donations
We have received very generous donations from some members to whom we owe a great debt
of gratitude. We are grateful that others have remembered us in their wills often designating
certain areas for awards which we honour very carefully. Of course, we are always very happy
to receive any extra donations no matter how small.
FNACO’s Embassy Partners
Our main source of funding comes from the ticket sales to our Embassy Concerts and Music
to Dine for dinners. We benefit enormously from the generosity of Embassies who provide
wonderful evenings in their Embassies or Ambassadors’ homes at no cost to us for these
events, which feature professional or student musicians whom we pay.
Melina Pugsley (Director for Embassy Concerts) and Suzanne Gumpert (Volunteer Organizer for
Music to Dine For), supported by Carol Lutes Racine (Director, Diplomatic Liaison) put in many
long hours to organize these events with much e-mailing, phoning and writing personal letters.
This is a time-consuming undertaking for them and I wish to thank them on your behalf for this
essential work. Much of it involves arranging the musicians, whether from the NAC Orchestra,
smaller junior orchestras or university music students. The Embassy concerts usually have
between 25 and 40 available tickets. The Music to Dine for are more intimate with rarely more
than 14 tickets.
I should add two points that people often ask us about. First, because embassies are subject
to many scheduling pressures, they may agree on a date with us and then have to change it
because of circumstances beyond their control. This is why we can sometimes only provide
a few weeks notice of an event. Second, since we normally get more requests than 14 for our
Music to Dine for dinners, we select people by lottery so different members get to attend each
time.
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HOW DOES FNACO MAKE ITS MONEY? (Continued)
Our New Friends Anniversary Fund
While we make a small agreed amount from the Odds and Sods music shop by selling CDs at
NACO concerts, sales have dropped and the days are numbered for this fundraiser. However, your
Board is particularly pleased by a new initiative – creation of the Friends Anniversary Fund with
a goal of $50,000 to be raised during the 2019-2020 season. We are excited about the interest in
this Fund already and the objective of creating a constant stream of investment interest for use in
support of young musicians in the National Capital Region. The Friends Anniversary Fund truly
celebrates our past by leaving a legacy for the future. We would be very grateful if you would give
serious consideration to this Fund.
Our funds are ably managed by the treasurer Louise Rowe.
Final Thoughts
Any suggestions for further fund raising are always carefully considered and we welcome
comments on anything connected with FNACO.
You can read the details of all our awards and bursaries in our Annual Report on our website:
www.Friendsofnaco.ca
With thanks to all of you for your support. We look forward to seeing you at a concert or an Open
free rehearsal. (Jan 29 or Feb 26)
Christine McLaughlin and the Board of FNACO

MANY THANKS
Gisèle Lamontagne, Suzanne Gumpert, Christine
McLaughlin, Carol Lutes Racine, Jim Burgess, Juan
Sebastián Zuluaga Molina, for their work on
preparing this issue.
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