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Annual General Meeting – September 18, 2022 

Kathleen McKillop     Secretary  FNACO 
t was wonderful to see members in person again at our Annual General Meeting on Sunday, September 18th. 
 

Christine McLaughlin, FNACO President, welcomed everyone and thanked them for their continuing support 
through both memberships and participation in Friends’ fundraising events. She emphasized how important it 

is for us all to keep our memberships and to encourage friends to join. Christine was pleased to share the news 
that FNACO is working closely with a number of embassies to organize even more fundraising events in the 
months ahead. She also had the pleasure of naming all the past presidents of FNACO since its inception and 
gave special recognition to those who attended the AGM – Gabriel Warren, John Schioler, Alexander Waddell, 
Jean-Guy Dumoulin, Robert Lafleur and Albert Benoit. (See Photo) 
 

Nelson McDougall, the new Managing Director of the NAC Orchestra, 
provided members with an overview of the highlights of the Orchestra’s 
plans for a dynamic year ahead. 
 

Despite the challenges of COVID, FNACO Treasurer Louise Rowe was 
pleased to report that our organization has remained in good shape 
financially. She noted that we have actually increased our contributions 
to support youth in music, thanks to the ongoing commitment of our 
members. More details about our finances can found online in our Annual 
Report at: www.friendsofnaco.ca. It promises to be an exciting and 
eventful 2022-2023 for FNACO, guided by a dedicated Board of Directors 
that were ratified by members. We look forward to seeing even more of our members at next year’s AGM ! 
 

Back To Enjoying Live Music. 
Gisèle  Lamontagne      Member FNACO 

ow fortunate we were at the AGM to have four amazing young musicians delight our ears and warm our 
hearts with their talent.   
Sophia Battel is a 21-year-old cellist from Kingston Ontario. She is going into her fourth and final year of 

her Bachelor of Music at UOttawa where she studies with Paul Marleyn.   
Grace van der Sloot is a Grade 11 student at the top of her class at St.Francis Xavier High School. She has been 
studying viola and violin with her father Michael van der Sloot and was a prize winner at the first International 
Viola Society Competition and won a top prize at the Ottawa Kiwanis Music Festival.    
Liana Fonseca is a fourth year violin performance student from Winnipeg studying at the University of Ottawa. 
She has won awards in multiple music competitions in both Winnipeg and Ottawa.   
Bennett Van Barr is a grade 11 student in the Strings program at Canterbury High School. He participated in the 
Orford Music Academy, Music at Port Milford and the University of Ottawa String Music Academy this past 
summer. 
 

These four young musical students played Haydn’s String Quartet in D 
major “The Lark”, Op. 64, No. 5: Movements 1 & 2 (Allegro moderato & 
Adagio, cantabile) and Mozart’s String Quartet No. 10 in C major, K.170: 
Movement 1 (Andante) after the meeting. Two gentle, calming, yet heart 
stirring pieces of music.  After more than two years without live music it 
was utterly delightful.  Remarkable as well, how four young musicians, 
studying in different schools, could get together, and, in so short a time 
achieve this unity, synchronicity and musicality. A true delight to see 
such talented musicians following in the footsteps of our present 
incredible NACO musicians! 
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Kiwanis winners of Friends Awards for 2022 

 
Dear Ms. McLaughlin and Friends, 
 

s the recipient of the Friends of the NAC Orchestra Senior Scholarship for 2022, I would like to 
express my sincere gratitude for this honour and for your generous support.  It is my fourth year 
participating in the Kiwanis Music Festival and it has been an excellent learning experience. 

Given the lack of performance opportunities in the last few years, I particularly enjoyed preparing my 
recordings for the festival as well as playing live at the trophy class. 
Since the age of four, I have been studying violin and have developed a strong interest in classical 
music. I have had many opportunities to play in ensembles since I joined the Ottawa Youth Orchestra 
Academy at the age of six. I have also played as a soloist and concertmaster in the Ottawa Chamber 
Orchestra. Now, at age seventeen, I am looking forward to pursuing my bachelor’s in violin 
performance at McGill University in the fall. My career goal is to obtain a position in a high calibre 
symphony orchestra. I look forward to continuing to develop as a violinist and musician in the years to 
come. 
Thank you again for your support. 
 

Sincerely, Justin Saulnier 

 
Dear Ms. McLaughlin and Friends, 
 

hank you very much! I am so honoured to be chosen for this award. Performances have been 
few and far between during the pandemic and it is always more gratifying to play before an 
audience. This is why the competition has made my daily practice meaningful and helped me 

remember why I play music. This award will help to pay my tuition at Ottawa University this Fall. Thank 
you very much. 
 

Sincerely, Jackson Kelly 

 
Dear Ms. McLaughlin and Friends, 
 

am writing to thank you for selecting me to be the recipient of the FNACO John Gazsi Memorial 
Scholarship. I am very happy to receive this award. 
This will help me to cover some of the costs of the 2022 music festival and recordings. In addition, 

this award has encouraged me to work harder on improving my violin skills such as attending 
Masterclasses, working on The Royal Conservatory of Music exams, playing in the Ottawa Youth 
Orchestra and participating in future Kiwanis Music Festivals. 
Finally, your award inspires me to be generous to other people and I will reciprocate by playing violin 
for charities and events. 
 

Sincerely, Iris Shen 
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PROGRESS REPORTS from 2021 FNACO Bursary award winners 

JAEWON SEO 

 would like to say thank you very much for your support and generosity. I would not have the same access to 
an amazing education that provides great opportunities for learning and growth if it were not for your award. I 
am now finishing my Master’s of Music Degree at Shepherd School of Music with Kathleen Winkler and I can 

truly express how wonderful this experience has been. I believe that through your generosity, I have grown and 
changed so much over the years because my professors have stretched my experiences and abilities, and I have 
met many people who have positively influenced who I am today. I’ll be heading over to Indiana University for 
Professional Diploma Orchestral Studies with Alex Kerr in the Fall of 2022. 
I’m so grateful for the bursary scholarship. With this money, I was able to pay expenses on orchestra auditions, 
school auditions, festivals, instrument maintenance and living expenses. I was able to buy a flight ticket to the 
Music Academy of the West which took place in Santa Barbara last year. I have taken auditions for San Diego 
Symphony, Milwaukee Symphony, and New World Symphony in Miami. I also visited Chicago in December for 
some repair and tonal adjustment to my violin. Lastly, I went to Bloomington, Illinois in February to audition for 
Alex Kerr at Indiana University. 
Through all this process, I hope to become an orchestral musician performing concerts and my passion of serving 
my community. Once again, thank you very much for your generous support in 2021. It is felt towards my musical 
education with importance, privilege, and appreciation. 

TOVIN ALLERS  
s I begin this report, I want to express my gratitude once again for being the recipient of the Friends of the 
NACO Evelyn Greenberg Award 2021. Competing in the NACO Bursary Competition was a very valuable 
experience, and I am honored to have been the first recipient of this new FNACO Award. 

Soon after the competition, I traveled to Colorado to take part in the Aspen Music Festival, and in September 
2021, I began my Master of Music degree in viola performance at the Shepherd School of Music at Rice. My time 
at Rice has been incredibly beneficial for my playing and artistry, and it has been liberating having my own viola. I 
had previously played on a borrowed viola, but in the late spring of 2021, I purchased my own instrument. In 
March, I purchased a new bow, and the financial burden of these purchases was lessened with the help of 
the prize money I received from the FNACO Bursary Award. 
Next year, in the second year of my master’s degree and likely the final year of my education, I will be focusing on 
auditioning for orchestral jobs in North America. My passion is to play in a symphony orchestra, and in the 
upcoming years it is my goal to make that passion a reality. 
 

A day in the life.  Touring with the band. 
Josie Finestone  Former FNACO President(2003-2010) 

 
ince 1995 my husband David and I have had the privilege of touring with NACO as tour Doctor and lucky 
spouse. We've travelled with the outstanding musicians and management of the orchestra to places far 
and wide. From Great Britain to most of Europe, Mexico, Israel, China and Scandinavia we have been 

witness to the hard work and professionalism of the highest caliber musicians anywhere in the world. The travel is 
exotic, monotonous, exciting, and very difficult work. Planes, trains, automobiles, buses and that could all be in 
one day! Every day could be a different city, perhaps a different country. Practicing in the afternoons, doing some 
laundry, sightseeing, eating interesting street food (sometimes you take your life into your hands) buying 
groceries for a travel meal, playing cards on trains and buses, and shopping for souvenirs for friends and family 
or suits for oneself in Hong Kong, it all adds up to busy days.  
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 Grabbing a meal pre concert, not an easy thing to do in 
many places where restaurants are not open, eating your 
homemade sandwiches backstage or on the bus, 
facetiming with children and spouses, practicing, 
warming up, performing to the highest level every single 
night in strange and unfamiliar concert halls fills the 
evenings. Post concerts involve finding a bar or 
restaurant or a hotel lobby open to wind down and let 
loose; participate in sponsors, NAC and embassy 
receptions and sleeping in a strange bed every night. 
Only to be repeated the very next day sometimes for up 
to 3 weeks. Exotic yes. Hard work absolutely. We gained 
more and more respect for the band on every tour. We 
have made lifelong friends. We have heard sublime 
music. We have eaten amazing meals. Would we do it 
again? In a heartbeat. 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

The Friends of The National Arts Centre Orchestra is a registered charitable organization - ( BN 12895 RR0001) 
Les Amis de l'Orchestre du Centre National des Arts est une organisme de bienfaisance enregsistré - (BN 12895 RR0001) 

Thank You 
Many thanks to: Christine McLaughlin, Gisèle Lamontagne, Carol Lutes Racine, Jim Burgess, Juan 

Sebastian Zuluaga Molinafor their work in publishing Con Brio. Your comments and articles are always 
welcomed. http://www.friendsofnaco.ca 

 

Obituaries 
We send our sympathies to the family of Hyacinthe Wade. Hyacinthe, the mother of our NACO 
percussionist Jonathan Wade, was a long time member and volunteer with FNACO especially for the 
Family Adventures programmes of the children’s concerts. 
We send our sympathies to the family of Maureen Carpenter who was one of our earliest members. 
We also send our sympathies to the family of Mary Jenkins 
 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.friendsofnaco.ca%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cstore102%40theupsstore.ca%7Cd9bbfc02111e44604d0108da98134d06%7Cd9284c2f9cc24ea1b0997dc0d6e1fa05%7C1%7C0%7C637989505980789327%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9yU2ZOu4l2bxcdEVcwPWq0u%2FYEefenDLPSYwnSCw0uY%3D&reserved=0



